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Executive Summary
The Fundy Biosphere Reserve (FBR) has entered its eleventh year of
operation under UNESCO designation and begins a renewal of
priorities and objectives that builds on local, national and
international partnerships and collaboration. The 2018 - 2022
Strategic Plan offers prioritization, tangible outcomes and guidance
for the next five years. The strategic plan uses the MAB Strategy
2015-2025 and Lima Action Plan 2016-2025 and the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO's (CCU) periodic review recommendations
as the key points of reference. This plan also integrates parts of the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDG) into
FBR's priorities, partnerships and actions. Accounting for our
current and prospective human resources and financial capacity,
the 2018 - 2022 strategic plan outlines how FBR can contribute to
addressing and implementing the MAB Strategy and the Lima
Action Plan and meet our CCU requirements the local level,
participating in national initiatives, and contributing to global
network.
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Introduction
FBR was designated in 2007 by UNESCO as a World Biosphere
Reserve (Figure 1). Over the past ten years, FBR has worked
collaboratively with the national network the Canadian Biosphere
Reserve Association (CBRA), and the international networks of
biospheres including EuroMAB, the World Network of Island and
Coastal Biosphere Reserves (WNICBR) and the World Network of
Biosphere Reserves (WNBR). These networks share a common goal
framed by the MAB program to strive to demonstrate a balanced
relationship between people and nature. FBR works to provide a
forum for dialogue and information sharing between communities,
resource sectors, government agencies and researchers and
create a cooperative network of partners who will work to assist
communities to achieve greater sustainability, address climate
change, and protect cultural and ecological integrity.
The UNESCO-designated Fundy Biosphere Reserve is a 440,000 ha
area of land in the upper Bay of Fundy region that stretches from
the Tantramar Marshes near Sackville, around the cities of
Moncton, Riverview, and Dieppe, to the coastal village of St.
Martins.
Photo courtesy of Deane Alexander
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Introduction
Fundy Biosphere Reserve boundaries exists as the upper
Bay of Fundy watershed which the Petitcodiac River (the
major source of freshwater draining into the upper Bay of
Fundy), as well as several other smaller rivers and creeks.
The Biosphere Reserve includes many communities and
cities, different land uses including industrial, agricultural,
forestry, urban and rural settings. FBR spans a variety of
ecosystems and natural habitats including inland and
coastal environments. This area has a rich cultural
heritage, given that there is a long history of First Peoples,
principally Mi’kmaq, inhabiting the area followed by French
settlers from Europe beginning in the early 17th century
and English settlers beginning in the mid-18th century.
The area is also ecologically diverse, with a number of
natural ecosystems found in a relatively small area. It is
this vibrant cultural and natural heritage, as well as the
presence of the world’s highest tides that contributed to
the designation of the area in 2007 by UNESCO as a World
Biosphere Reserve.
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Biosphere International, National and Local Networks
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United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals
On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world
leaders in September 2015 at a historic UN Summit — officially came
into force. Over the next fifteen years, with these new Goals that
universally apply to all, countries will mobilize efforts to end all forms
of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change, while ensuring
that no one is left behind. - UN Sustainable Development Agenda
The SDGs provide a pathway to healthy and prosperous communities
that recognize the role of humans and industry in local and global
environmental issues including climate change.
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UNESCO Man and the Biosphere Strategy
2015-2025
The MAB Strategy foresees that, in the coming 10 years, the MAB Programme
will concentrate its support to Member States and stakeholders in conserving
biodiversity, restoring and enhancing ecosystem services, and fostering the
sustainable use of natural resources; contributing to sustainable, healthy, and
equitable societies, economies and thriving human settlements in harmony
with the biosphere; facilitating biodiversity and sustainability science,
education for sustainable development and capacity building; and supporting
mitigation and adaptation to climate change and other aspects of global
environmental change. The MAB Programme will harness lessons learned
through sustainability science and education and use modern, open and
transparent ways to communicate and share information. A key goal will be
to ensure that its World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) consists of
effectively functioning models for sustainable development, by improving
governance, collaboration and networking within the MAB and WNBR; by
developing effective external partnerships to ensure long-term viability, and
by implementing an effective periodic review process so that all members of
the network adhere to its standards
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Vision and Mission of the MAB Programme
The vision of the MAB Programme is a world where people are conscious of
their common future and interaction with our planet, and act collectively and
responsibly to build thriving societies in harmony within the biosphere. The
MAB Programme and its WNBR serve this vision within and outside biosphere
reserves.

MAB mission for the period 2015-2025 is to:
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develop and strengthen models for sustainable development in the
WNBR;
communicate the experiences and lessons learned, facilitating the global
diffusion and application of these models;
support evaluation and high-quality management, strategies and policies
for sustainable development and planning, as well as accountable and
resilient institutions;
help Member States and stakeholders to urgently meet the Sustainable
Development Goals through experiences from the WNBR, in particularly
through exploring and testing policies, technologies and innovations for
the sustainable management of biodiversity and natural resources and
mitigation and adaptation to climate change.

Fundy Biosphere Mission and Vision
In late 2015, Fundy Biosphere Reserve (FBR) adopted new
language surrounding the mission and vision of the
organization, which was ratified at the November Annual
General Meeting in 2017.

MISSION

The UNESCO-designated Fundy Biosphere Reserve
contributes in building vibrant and resilient
human and environmental communities through conservation
and promotion of sustainable
development.

VISION

Communities, stakeholders and partners of the UNESCOdesignated Fundy Biosphere Reserve in various sectors have
achieved a greater level of sustainability in the region, while
conserving the area’s cultural and natural heritage.
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
The 2019-2022 strategic plan will help articulate the role of FBR and prioritize actions
to support the mission and vision. While maintaining MAB mandated functions as
described in the Lima Action plan (appendix 2), the plan reflects key themes identified
by the Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association:
inspire a positive future by connecting people and nature today
facilitate regional collaboration and dialogue at the national scale
create vibrant and healthy communities celebrate the diversity of people, nature
and culture
Throughout our work, we will always strive to co-build a future of reconciliation
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous societies by acknowledging past injustices
and renew relationships through respectful and responsible collaboration on shared
goals.
With over 10 years of work in the region, FBR has developed strong partnerships and
executed successful projects and activities to advance the mandate of the
organization. Building on a decade of experience, FBR has a number of ongoing and
upcoming activities that fit within the key MAB functions. Broadly, FBRs areas of
priority action for projects and initiatives are 9

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

1

Biodiversity conservation and
protection of ecosystem services

Restore and maintain the ecological integrity of the region by engaging visitors,
residents, communities, businesses and decision makers, participating in the
development of policy, resources, and programming for promotion of land stewardship
and protection and connectivity between protected areas.

Photo courtesy of Brent Wilson

Working towards the sustainable development goals:

Accomplishments
Achieved
Forests of the Future: This
project produced a report on
which tree species will thrive in
our area as climate changes.
This will allow communities to
plant trees that will thrive in
future conditions and ensure
beautiful green space and
wildlife habitat for years to
come. The contributes to goals
11,13 and 15.

Accomplishments
Underway
Canada Nature Fund: We have
partnered with the
Government of New
Brunswick, eNGOs and Fort
Folly First Nation, to asses
lands to be considered
protected areas, helping to
fulfil Canada's Target 1, this
contributes to goals 14, 15, 17
and UNDRIP

Why its important
"The value of biodiversity is that it makes our
ecosystems more resilient, which is a prerequisite for
stable societies; its wanton destruction is akin to
setting fire to our lifeboat."- Johan Rockstrom
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

2

Sustainable relations between
people and nature

Support, promote, and celebrate sustainable development, initiatives, and
innovation in the region in all sectors. Build a culture of sustainability through
education, stewardship, and awareness of the regions natural assets as well as
individual and community ecological footprint.

Working towards the sustainable development goals:

Accomplishments
Achieved
Fundy Forager beer
collaboration: In partnership
with the Pump House Brewery
we created different beer
flavours using our native plants,
contributing to goals 11 and 17
Every year we participate at
Riverview's Sustainapalooza,
where community members
share their ideas on how to
make our community more
sustainable, contributing to
goals 7, 11, and 17

Accomplishments
Underway
Sustainable Tourism
Certificate: in seeking this
certificate we will certify that
our community has
sustainable tourism options,
contributing to goals 7,11, 13,
and 17

Why its important
"Sustainable development is development that meets
the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own
needs." - Our Commmon Future (UN Report)
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

3

Celebration of natural and
cultural heritage

Enhance awareness of the regions natural and cultural heritage through
education, programming, and storytelling

Working towards the sustainable development goals:

Accomplishments
Achieved
Ride the Tide Bike Tours: We
partnered with the Town of
Riverview, the Petitcodiac
Watershed Alliance and La
Bikery to do guided bike tours
along the waterfront and
teach participants about the
natural, cultural and
indigenous history of our
region. This contributes to
goals 3,11, 17 and UNDRIP

Accomplishments
Underway
Amazing Places: This project
identified 50 Amazing Places
in our area of significant
natural or cultural importance
and encourages community
members to go out and
explore our beautiful region.
This contributes to goals 3,11,
and 17.

Why its important
"Heritage constitutes a source of identity and
cohesion for communities disrupted by bewildering
change and economic instability... Both heritage and
creativity lay the foundations for vibrant, innovative
and prosperous knowledge societies." -UNESCO

12

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

4

Knowledge Sharing

Support opportunities for information and knowledge sharing at the local,
provincial, national and international levels through partnerships,
networking, and collaboration

Working towards the sustainable development goals:

Accomplishments
Achieved
World Network of Biosphere
Reserves: We participate actively
in our world network, and
beyond that are active members
in the Canadian network and the
Costal and Island network. This
keeps us connected to our
mission and helps share
innovative ideas around the
world. This contributes to many
goals, mainly goal 17

Accomplishments
Underway
Canada Nature Fund: Our
executive director is taking the
knowledge we gained from
evaluating properties for
protected area status and
sharing that knowledge by
teaching other organizations
how to effectively evaluated
properties. This contributes to
goals 14, 15 and 17.

Why its important
"Knowledge and information have significant impact
on people’s lives. The sharing of knowledge and
information... has the power to transform economies
and societies" -UNESCO
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Looking Forward
By working together with our partners the Fundy Biosphere
Reserve will uphold and contribute to the Sustainable
Development Goals. Over the coming years we will help build
stronger and more sustainable communities within our region,
while growing the scope and influence of the FBR.

Thank you to all our partners and
supporters for helping us achieve our
strategic goals!

Photo courtesy of Natalie Fournier
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