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FORWARD
Message from the Chair
It is with great pleasure to present the Annual Report for the UNESCO designated Fundy
Biosphere Reserve. 2017 was a phenomenal year of growth for the Fundy Biosphere Reserve
as we continued to advance our mission by working within the four pillars of biodiversity
conservation, sustainable development, capacity building and reconciliation.
Collaboration has been the key for our small and mighty staff team to have an impactful and
sustaining reach into the communities that make up the Fundy Biosphere Reserve region.
Resilient thriving communities require residents, community organizations, private sector
and government coming together around a shared vision to achieve creative lasting
solutions.
In April of 2017, our Board of Directors participated in a 2-day strategic planning session that
helped deepen awareness of and engagement in the many dimensions of the UNESCO
designated Fundy Biosphere Reserve – with over a decade of work devoted to building
resilient human and environmental communities through conservation and promotion of
sustainable development there was a lot of excellent discussion! As well, our time together
served as a guide for our staff team to focus on priorities for the 2018 /2019 year.
Work continued to highlight the FBR’s signature Amazing Places Program, Forests of the
Future as well as developing the Trail Town concept. Our focus on trails is to attract and
inform visitors about our world class natural and cultural assets and perhaps more
importantly, to invite local residents to embrace everything our communities and natural
landscapes have to offer for our physical, spiritual and mental well-being.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to congratulate our Executive Director,
Jennifer Dingman for her outstanding work. Jennifer is recognized as a leader in the
Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association community and continues to demonstrate what it
takes to deliver on the objectives of all UNESCO designated Biosphere Reserves:

To inspire a positive future by connecting people with nature,
To facilitate regional collaboration and dialogue at the national scale,
To contribute to vibrant healthy communities and,
To celebrate the diversity of people, nature and culture.
A sincere thanks to all of our volunteers, partners and champions.
We are already looking forward to sharing the many milestones and achievements of 2018!
Sincerely,
Micha Fardy
Chairperson
UNESCO designated Fundy Biosphere Reserve
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FORWARD
Message from the Executive Director
This year has been a time for celebration, growth, and reflection of our past 10 years.
In 2017 we completed the massive undertaking of reviewing the last 10 years of
partnerships and hard work within the Biosphere Reserve and celebrated the
biosphere’s people and places with 4 day tour with board members, staff and
UNESCO reviewers. We received praise for the hard work we do and
recommendations from our Canadian and Global UNESCO networks for years to
come.
Our ambitious work plan began quickly with a regional Trail Town gathering,
partnership development in schools, outreach on trails through our Amazing Places
program and tree planting and beautification through our Forest of the Future
initiative. We celebrated the amazing feat of runners at the Fundy Circuit Ultra
Marathon and helped provide a safe and exciting race day through our many
volunteers at the event.
Nationally, Fundy BR helped support the Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association’s
efforts to elevate the 18 biospheres in Canada though national initiatives on
sustainable development, biodiversity conservation, reconciliation, and outreach. We
thank the CBRA team for helping bring us all together twice in 2017-2018 for
celebrations and learning opportunities.
I am especially proud of Fundy BR’s amazing network of directors, volunteers, staff,
and friends. It is the hard work of many that allow the biosphere to exist and thrive.
The Man and the Biosphere program comes with no shortage of mandates and
responsibilities and it is truly an honour to work with the local, national and
international UNESCO community to meet the goals and aspirations of our
communities.
My sincerest thanks for a wonderful year!

Jennifer Dingman, PhD
Executive Director
Fundy Biosphere Reserve

Fundy BR Annual Report 2017-2018

02

INTRODUCTION

In September 2007, Fundy Biosphere Reserve was given UNESCO designation as a
World Biosphere Reserve. It joined a network of Biosphere Reserves across Canada
and hundreds worldwide, whose overall goal is to improve the relationship
between people and their environment by promoting the conservation of
biodiversity and fostering sustainable development initiatives.
Fundy Biosphere Reserve is an area of over 430,000 hectares of the upper Bay of
Fundy, stretching from St. Martins to the Tantramar Marsh, near Sackville, and
inland to Moncton. It is a community based initiative comprised of individuals and
representatives of various stakeholder groups, organizations and local
communities working to promote the sustainable development of the region by
enhancing the research and innovation capacity and by creating a forum for
various groups to share information, knowledge and best practices.
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INTRODUCTION
Mission, Vision and Objectives
The UNESCO Fundy Biosphere Reserve’s mission is dedicated to conserving
biodiversity and promoting sustainable economic development.
Its vision is to create a diverse network of partners and stakeholders who will
work to assist communities and resource sectors on the upper Bay of Fundy
achieve a greater level of sustainability, while preserving the area’s natural
heritage. This will be achieved by focusing on the following:

1) Conservation: to contribute to the knowledge and practices concerning
the conservation of ecosystems, species and the natural genetic diversity of
the region;
2) Sustainable Development: to foster and promote sustainable
development, i.e. development that is ecologically, culturally, economically
sustainable across human generations; and,
3) Capacity Building: to provide a forum for dialogue and information
sharing between communities, resource sectors, government agencies and
researchers. It will achieve this through strategies that will focus on
outreach, education, monitoring and research.
Building on these functions, the objectives of the UNESCO Fundy Biosphere
Reserve are to:
1) Provide a forum for dialogue and information sharing between
communities, resource sectors, government agencies and researchers;
2) Create a cooperative network of partners who will work to assist
communities to achieve greater sustainable development; and,
3) Develop a governance model based on Research, Monitoring, Education
and Outreach Committees.
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OUR TEAM

The Fundy Biosphere Reserve team extends way beyond our staff and directors and
includes many community volunteers, partner organizations, and friends! We thank
all those who have been involved with the biosphere and its initiatives in the 20172018 year.

Board of Directors
The 2016-17 Board of Directors was comprised of ten Directors from various
stakeholder groups throughout the region. The Directors, and their affiliations,
are listed below:

Name

Affiliation

Micha Fardy (Chair)

Town of Riverview

Paul Gaudet (Vice-Chair)

Hopewell Rocks Provincial Park

Guy Gautreau (Secretary)

Community Member, Memramcook

Heather Fraser (Treasurer)

City of Moncton

Nadine Gauvin

Fundy National Park

Alonzo Leger

Fundy Trail Hiking Association

Charlene Fox

City of Moncton

Denise Roy

Conservation Representative

Edmund Redfield

Fort Folly Habitat Recovery
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OUR TEAM
Jennifer Dingman, has exhibited leadership and
innovation that has helped the biosphere’s initiatives
reach more Canadians.
We were also lucky to have two great students, Faye Lim
is a transferred student from Malaysia. She holds an
undergraduate degree in Languages and Linguistics but
she is currently in her second year pursuing a French
degree at University of Prince Edward Island. She used to
teach subjects related to culture, society and
environment to pre-university students in her home
country. She is passionate about preserving cultural
heritage and education and has a keen interest in
encouraging young people to get in involved in it. With
her passion and interest, this summer she is working for
Fundy Biosphere Reserve to reach out and spread the
knowledge of sustainable development and conserving
Fundy’s cultural and natural heritage.
Brayden Everett spent his childhood growing up on the
Nashwaak River, just outside of Fredericton, NB. Being
raised in the middle of nature, he acquired a great
passion for all natural things from rivers and trees to the
animals that live there. This led him to pursue a degree
in Environmental Biology at University of New Brunswick
in Fredericton where he continues to live and work.
Brayden’s MO is simple: to educate the public about the
rich natural world that we live in and to make science
accessible and less intimidating for all people, young and
old. Currently, Brayden is responsible for the public
outreach and French translation of Fundy Biosphere
Reserve’s Amazing Places project, with an emphasis on
science education.
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ACTIVITIES

Trail Towns - Connecting People, Place, and Nature
Fundy Biosphere Reserve and many partners developed a 2 day gathering for
community members, government and nature enthusiasts to exchange insights on
the connectedness of people with places and shape how trails can better serve our
communities in the Upper Bay of Fundy and the Fundy Biosphere Reserve. We had
great attendance from a wide range of stakeholders who joined together in
conversation and best practices from other trail-linking initiatives. We were joined
by Jane Murphy of Terminus Consulting, Bill Goulding from Sustainable Trails Ltd,
and Amy Camp of Cycle Forward to discuss lessons learned from outside our
communities. We then heard from keynote Jonathan Foster from Gros Morne
Institute for Sustainable Tourism about best practises for communities and
businesses and lessons learned from established Trail Town initiatives. We then
explored regional context for Trail Towns by assessing our local assets and
discussing how we could apply best practices in our own region. We heard from
Marc Leger about how grassroots trail development and partnerships contributed
to significant investment in one of the world's 50 best hikes, the Fundy Footpath.
Marc shared what is on the horizon for destination trails and events, including
Fundy Park's foray into mountain biking and discussed how trail revitalisation can
align with conservation goals and improve visitor experience, ultimately connecting
people with nature. We also enjoyed an informative and engaging panel discussion
with Alonzo Leger and Marc Leger, Fundy Trail Hiking Association, Ash Arrowsmith
and Micha Fardy, Town of Riverview.
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ACTIVITIES
Amazing Places
In celebration of Canada's 150th year and the amazing places Canada has to offer,
Fundy Biosphere Reserve has developed the Amazing Places Challenge to showcase 7
of our region's best sites and adventures. The challenge encourages people to visit all
50 Amazing Places and share their stories on social media.
Fundy Biosphere Reserve is home to a wide diversity of great trails and even greater
destinations. FBR teamed up with Videoband Productions to create a photo essay
series that will take you to seven Amazing Places and invite you to see unique
activities, meet adventurous people and enjoy the landscape at the perfect moment.
The series tells the stories of interesting local characters celebrating their favourite
activities in their favourite Amazing Places. Once you see these Canadians doing what
they love, where they love, it will be difficult not to want to join them.
This inspiring photo essay series encourages everyone to join the Amazing Places
Challenge to create a deeper connection with the places of the region and tell their
own story!
In addition to the beautiful and inspiring photo essays, we worked with Canada 150’s
brilliant and talented production team to develop the Amazing Places Challenge video
which was seen across the country by hundreds of thousands of people. We released
a new Amazing Places brochure and installed new signs at all 50 Amazing Places.

Forests of the Future
In partnership with the Town of Riverview, Tree Canada, FedEx, and Cornhill Nursery,
Fundy Biosphere Reserve and volunteers planted 150 trees, many of which were
listed from our Forest of the Future initiative. These trees provide beautification,
natural habitat, and climate change buffering in the region. We thank our partners
and volunteers for their support.
We also partnered with the Fundy Model Forest and the City of Moncton to showcase
our research, results, and outreach at the Atlantic Canada Urban Forestry conference
in Fredericton, NB. Conversations from this event inspired the next iteration of
Forests of the Future and will be launched in 2018-2019.

Fundy BR Annual Report 2017-2018

08

NATIONAL
PROJECTS
(excerpts from Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association’s Annual Report)

Sustainable Development
Through the totality of their work, Canada's 18 BRs are currently addressing eleven of
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs). The goals receiving
the greatest focus from BRs include: 4 Quality Education; 11 Sustainable Cities and
Communities; 13 Climate Action; 15 Life on land; and 17 Partnerships for the Goals.
Through the core objectives of the UNESCO MAB Programme to include activities that
combine environmental conservation and sustainable development as well as a
commitment to the UN SDGs as mentioned above, Canada’s BR integrate sustainable
development concepts and practices into their workplan. Some assist their municipal
partners with sustainable development planning services. Others provide sustainable
tourism opportunities through initiatives such as the Amazing Places program. BRs
have received federal recognition for their contribution to sustainable development
at the local level.

Amazing Places
The Amazing Places program is a sustainable development initiative achieved through
educational tourism in Canada's BRs. The concept of naming Amazing Places began in
2010 with the Fundy BR. The program is now thriving in five Canadian UNESCO BRs in
New Brunswick, Ontario, and British Columbia. The goal of Amazing Places is to
identify and promote significant natural sites for residents and visitors to explore in
order to encourage better knowledge of ecological features and inspire a
commitment to conservation. A cross-Canada Amazing Places program, with its focus
on the unique, beautiful, natural sites of this country, has the potential to unite all
Canadians. This country has an abundance of natural beauty, but we sometimes
forget to celebrate it, and with a concerted effort from participating BRs in Canada,
we are renewing that public interest and appreciation for these beautiful places.
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NATIONAL
(excerpts from Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association’s Annual Report)

Biodiversity Conservation
Biological and cultural diversity are at the heart of what makes a BR unique and
special to those who want to protect it. Canada's 18 sites symbolize a diverse
snapshot of Canada’s rich natural and cultural heritage that is actively being
safeguarded in BRs for future generations. From sea to mountaintop and prairie land
to arctic lakes, Canada's BRs can be celebrated for their individuality as well as for the
beautiful biocultural mosaic that they collectively represent. This past year, two
projects united Canada's 18 sites under the banner of biodiversity conservation.

The Pathway to Canada Target 1
In 2017, CBRA established a three-year contribution agreement with Environment and
Climate Change Canada (ECCC) to lead a project that assists with the identification,
recognition, and reporting of Other Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures
(OECMs) within and in proximity to BRs. The concept of OECMs emerged in the UN
Convention on Biological Diversity's 2011-2020 Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and is
reflected in Canada under Target 1 of Canada's 2020 Biodiversity Goals and Targets.
As such, CBRA's OECM project is part of a much bigger national initiative called the
'Pathway to Canada Target 1.'
To launch CBRA's OECM-focused project, a national briefing meeting was held in
Ottawa, Ontario in February 2018. Meeting participants included directors, staff,
volunteers and Indigenous Peoples associated with each BR, the staff person from
ECCC associated with the project, as well as CBRA's Coordinator and the OECM
Consultant. As a result of the national briefing meeting, CBRA recognized that it has
an important public education role to play with regard to OECMs and the Pathway to
Canada Target 1.
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NATIONAL
(excerpts from Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association’s Annual Report)

Reconciliation
Canada's BRs are located within the traditional territories of over 50 Indigenous
Nations. Reconciliation, specifically as it relates to the relationship between
Indigenous Peoples and BRs as well as the shared belief in protecting natural
heritage.

Building Sustainability and Reconciliation Event
In June 2017, the Manicouagan Uapishka BR hosted the national event "Building
Sustainability and Reconciliation" in Baie Comeau, bringing together BR
representatives, academics, and Indigenous partners from across the country. The
event involved a series of workshops and knowledge-sharing activities to develop a
vision for how BRs can become a driving force for both conservation and
reconciliation in Canada, and particularly within BRs. The gathering culminated with a
statement called the 'Pessamit Call to Action' which can be referenced on CBRA's
website: biospherecanada.ca

Establishment of CBRA's Indigenous Circle
On the morning of Tuesday, February 20th, nineteen Indigenous Peoples whose
traditional territories host Canada's BRs came together for a special gathering. This
was the first time that space was made at a CBRA event for Indigenous delegates to
meet alone. Having traveled from eleven of Canada's BRs, the hope was that this
meeting would provide an opportunity for delegates to start building relationships
with one another and to discuss how CBRA can move forward in the spirit and
practice of reconciliation.
The result of this meeting and subsequent comings-together of the Indigenous
delegates over the next day, was the development and declaration of the CBRA
Indigenous Statement: Making a Promise. In short, the statement expresses the
Indigenous delegates' unanimous interest in being a part of an expanded CBRA
Indigenous Circle that will have an equal voice at the organizational level about the
processes, programming, governance, and evaluation. Furthermore, the Indigenous
Circle promises to be the voices of natural law and Mother Earth and calls on all
humans "to accept responsibility for the health and well-being of creation."
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NATIONAL
(excerpts from Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association’s Annual Report)

Outreach and Education
Day on the Hill
On May 29, 2017, the Canadian Commission for UNESCO and the Canadian Biosphere
Reserve Association hosted a special Day on the Hill in Ottawa. The goal was to allow
Members of Parliament, Senators, and staff to discover the important role and
contributions of Canada’s 18 UNESCO BRs.
This was a non-partisan event, co-organized with the support of Members of
Parliament Hon. Ginette Petitpas Taylor (New Brunswick: Moncton-Riverview-Dieppe,
Liberal), Gord Johns (BC: Courtenay-Alberni, NDP), and Robert Sopuck (Manitoba:
Dauphin-Swan River- Neepawa, Conservative). The day culminated with a special
reception, hosted by Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees of the Whole, Bruce
Stanton, MP. Over 100 MPs and Parliamentary Secretaries attended the event.
Attendees had the opportunity to learn more about how this unique network of
UNESCO sites contributes to biodiversity conservation, sustainable development, and
reconciliation. The reception also featured sustainably crafted edibles from Canada’s
biosphere reserves.

Striking Balance
TVO made a journey across Canada to look at our nation's breathtaking BRs in this
eight part cinematic documentary series. They explore some of the amazing places
and what makes them special, from geological, ecological, historical and cultural
perspectives. They meet with the passionate residents on a quest to find a balance
between economic prosperity and environmental protection. They also investigate
the reserves as living laboratories by joining academics, citizen scientists and
indigenous knowledge-keepers in their research to create a more sustainable future
for both Canadians and the
environments in which we live.
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FUNDING &
PARTNERSHIPS

In 2017-2018, the FBR successfully leveraged project funding received from the NB
Environmental Trust Fund, Tree Canada, NB Trail Infrastructure Fund, NB Tourism
Heritage and Culture, the Town of Riverview, Parks Canada, and Heritage Canada to
build capacity and produce meaningful projects in the region.
We also thank our partners TransAlta, the Fundy Guild, and the Southeast Regional
Service Commission. Quite simply, we could not exist without these generous
supporters.
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FINANCIALS

General & Admin
4%
Project Costs
30%

Employee Benefit
66%
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FINANCIALS
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dedicated to conserving
biodiversity and promoting
sustainable economic
development

