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The 2018-2019 fiscal year brought many exciting partnerships, projects, and

events to the Fundy Biosphere Reserve. We continued to work hard on our 10

year periodic review with UNESCO, we built stronger partnerships with the

Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association, and developed friendships and

partnerships with local groups. Our growing ambitions were reflected in our

projects and outreach work as well as within the vision for the future of the Fundy

Biosphere Reserve. This year, we reflected on our successful past and our bright

future and where we should strive to be in the years to come. We started by

expanding our efforts to connect people with nature through ecotourism and

experiential tourism offers including the development of Ride the Tide bike tours

and partnering with the Town of Riverview for the Winter Carnival’s Sweetheart

Snowshoe. We also dabbled in culinary experiences by partnering with the Pump

House Brew Pub to release the Fundy Forager, a delicious beer made from

foraged ingredients from right here in the Biosphere. Together with the other

Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association network members, Fundy BR celebrated

the networks efforts to promote and achieve biodiversity conservation and

reconciliation with First Nations and Indigenous People. At the national level, we

worked together to explore how building stronger relationships with First Nations

communities can help achieve common goals around natural landscape and

biodiversity conservation and help the preservation of cultural and traditional

ways of life. In 2018-2019 we worked hard to make local and national impact in  a

variety of ways which showcases the strength of the global network of Biosphere

Reserves. I am proud and humbled to be part of this  world network that is made

up of brilliant scientists, passionate directors and coordinators, and engaged

communities that Biosphere Reserves depend on.
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INTRODUCTION

In September 2007, Fundy Biosphere Reserve was given UNESCO designation as

a World Biosphere Reserve. It joined a network of Biosphere Reserves across

Canada and hundreds worldwide, whose overall goal is to improve the

relationship between people and their environment by promoting the

conservation of biodiversity and fostering sustainable development initiatives.

Fundy Biosphere Reserve is an area of over 430,000 hectares of the upper Bay of

Fundy, stretching from St. Martins to the Tantramar Marsh, near Sackville, and

inland to Moncton. It is a community based initiative composed of individuals

and representatives of various stakeholder groups, organizations and local

communities working to promote the sustainable development of the region by

enhancing the research and innovation capacity and by creating a forum for

various groups to share information, knowledge and best practices.



INTRODUCTION

Mission, Vision and Objectives
The UNESCO Fundy Biosphere Reserve’s mission is dedicated to conserving

biodiversity and promoting sustainable economic development.

Its vision is to create a diverse network of partners and stakeholders who will work

to assist communities and resource sectors on the upper Bay of Fundy achieve a

greater level of sustainability, while preserving the area’s natural heritage. This

will be achieved by focusing on the following:

1) Conservation: to contribute to the knowledge and practices concerning the

conservation of ecosystems, species and the natural genetic diversity of the

region;

2) Sustainable Development: to foster and promote sustainable development,

i.e. development that is ecologically, culturally, economically sustainable

across human generations; and,

3) Capacity Building: to provide a forum for dialogue and information sharing

between communities, resource sectors, government agencies and researchers.

It will achieve this through strategies that will focus on outreach, education,

monitoring and research.

 

Building on these functions, the objectives of the UNESCO Fundy Biosphere

Reserve are to:

 1) Provide a forum for dialogue and information sharing between

communities, resource sectors, government agencies and researchers;

2) Create a cooperative network of partners who will work to assist

communities to achieve greater sustainable development; and,

3) Develop a governance model based on Research, Monitoring, Education and

Outreach Committees.



The 2019-20 Board of Directors was composed of fourteen Directors from various
stakeholder groups throughout the region. The Directors, and their affiliations, are listed
below:

 Name:
Micha Fardy (Chair)

Paul Gaudet (Vice-Chair)

Guy Gautreau (Secretary)

Heather Fraser (Treasurer) 

Nadine Gauvin

Alonzo Leger

Charlene Fox

Denise Roy

Edmund Redfield

Matt Killick

Sebastien Doiron

Laura Buck

Ron Kelly Spurles

Diana Hamilton

Affiliation:
Town of Riverview

Community Member, Hillsborough

Community Member, Memramcook

City of Moncton

Fundy National Park

Fundy Trail Hiking Association

City of Moncton

Conservation Representative

Fort Folly Habitat Recovery

Price Waterhouse Cooper

Southeast Regional Service Commission

Fort Folly First Nation

Town of Sackville

Mount Allison University
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The Team
The Fundy Biosphere Reserve team extends way beyond our staff and directors and
includes many community volunteers, partner organizations, and friends! We thank
all those who have been involved with the biosphere and its initiatives in the 2018-
2019 year! 

Our summer staff was fantastic in 2018-2019. We were joined by Ashlyn Brownell
whos creativity and outgoing nature helped Fundy BR diversify our outreach
opportunities and make better connections with community members. Justin
LaForest was a brilliant and well organized team member who helped make
project deliverables to the strong standard that Fundy BR and our partners have
come to expect. Morgan Kidney’s outgoing nature and good humour helped us
connect with visitors, community members, and partners at the many festivals
and events Fundy BR participated in.  Thank you to Ashleyn, Justin, and Morgan
for making 2018-2019 a productive and exciting year!



ACTIVITIES

Sweetheart Snowshoe
We partnered with the Town of Riverview, the Fundy Hiking Trails Association and
Holy Whale Brewing Co. to celebrate the Riverview Winter Carnival and Valentine's
Day in one amazing evening. Participants  explored the Mill Creek Nature Park trails by
starlight to experience the magic of winter. Greeted by shimmering ice lanterns, a
roaring fire, and sweets and drinks, participants arrived at the Amazing Places Lookout,
otherwise known as the “heart of the park,” to share an evening with their friends or
special sweetheart. Tickets sold out quickly! A special thank you to Hiking Plus+ for
guiding participants through the park to the look-off and pavillion, and to Ocean Trail
Source for Adventure for offering free snowshoe rentals for the event.

Ride the Tide Bike Tours
Ride with the tide on this eco-cultural bike adventure that’s not to be missed! We
partnered with the Town of Riverview, La Bikery, and the Petitcodiac Watershed
Alliance to host guided bike rides along the Petitcodiac River. Starting at La Bikery
participants joined us for a tour of the Waterfront Trail and learn the amazing ecology
of the Petitcodiac River. Our guide lead bikers along the path from La Bikery over to
the Chocolate River Station, where they enjoyed a local lunch, storytelling, and the
beauty of the Petitcodiac River.

Fundy Forager
The Pump House Brewery partnered with
us to create the Fundy Forager. Carefully
crafted with locally grown and harvested
ingredients by award winning Brewer
Glenn Kervin, the Fundy Forager ale is
lightly flavored with sage and elderberry
and is a true taste of Fundy. The Fundy
Forager was available on tap the fill
station at Mill Rd and the Pump House
restaurant on Orange Lane but sold out
quickly!



ACTIVITIES

Forests of the Future
Our Forests of the Future work expanded this year to include a deep dive into
climate resiliency in urban trees, how the use of native species could improve
resilience and an examination of other factors that improve tree species resiliency
that may be affected by climate change beyond temperature - like pest migration,
stronger storm events, and drought. Together with the Canadian Biosphere Reserve
Association, we planted over 100,000 trees nationwide as a symbolic effort to offset
carbon from the G7 Summit held in the Charlevoix Biosphere Reserve. With the
help of an enthusiastic group of Moncton High School students, we planted 1000
trees in the City of Moncton at their Forest 2020 site on McLaughlin road. We also
gave away almost 600 climate resilient tree species at outreach events to share our
Forests of the Future project results.



National Projects with the
Canadian Biosphere Reserve
Association
A report on the activities of the Canadian Biosphere
Reserve Association, which Fundy BR is a member of,
can be found at
https://www.biospherecanada.ca/annual-reports-
rapports-annuels

Funding and Other Partnerships
IIn 2018-2019, the FBR successfully leveraged project funding received from
the NB Environmental Trust Fund, NB Sports and Recreation, the Town of
Riverview, and Parks Canada to build capacity and produce meaningful
projects in the region. We also thank our partners Pump House Brew Pub, the
Holy Whale, TransAlta, the Fundy Guild, and the Southeast Regional Service
Commission. Quite simply, we could not exist without these generous
supporters.
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