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Each year Fundy Biosphere Reserve builds on past successes and looks to the
future to find innovative ways to realize the organization’s goals and vision. The
2019-2020 year was a little different because I went on maternity leave midway
through the fiscal year to focus on my family. I left the organization in the
excellent and capable hand of staff and the board of directors. The goal was to
deliver on current projects and maintain good relationships with our supporting
communities, NGOs, and government partners. I am pleased to say that the
organization had a successful year and moved well beyond our “maintaining”
goals. I’m excited to share the highlights of the year in this report. I want to thank
the Board of Directors for their support while I was away. The Fundy Biosphere
Reserve has a dedicated group of volunteer directors who share the values of the
organization and give their time to support, promote, and ensure the success of
the Fundy Biosphere Reserve. I am grateful for their time, expertise and efforts. I
also want to express my appreciation and gratitude to Sarah Stafford who went
above and beyond to ensure we were delivering on projects, communicating with
partners, and securing funding for the year to come. I am passionate about the
work we do, I see the importance in our strategic vision, and I believe in a more
sustainable future for the region because of the Fundy Biosphere Reserve and I’m
pleased to see that passion in our team as well. Thank you to all our supporters,
volunteers and partners for another great year in the Fundy Biosphere Reserve

Dr. Jennifer Dingman
Executive Director,
Fundy Biosphere Reserve

INTRODUCTION
In September 2007, Fundy Biosphere Reserve was given UNESCO designation as
a World Biosphere Reserve. It joined a network of Biosphere Reserves across
Canada and hundreds worldwide, whose overall goal is to improve the
relationship between people and their environment by promoting the
conservation of biodiversity and fostering sustainable development initiatives.
Fundy Biosphere Reserve is an area of over 430,000 hectares of the upper Bay of
Fundy, stretching from St. Martins to the Tantramar Marsh, near Sackville, and
inland to Moncton. It is a community based initiative composed of individuals
and representatives of various stakeholder groups, organizations and local
communities working to promote the sustainable development of the region by
enhancing the research and innovation capacity and by creating a forum for
various groups to share information, knowledge and best practices.

INTRODUCTION
Mission, Vision and Objectives
The UNESCO Fundy Biosphere Reserve’s mission is dedicated to conserving
biodiversity and promoting sustainable economic development.
Its vision is to create a diverse network of partners and stakeholders who will work
to assist communities and resource sectors on the upper Bay of Fundy achieve a
greater level of sustainability, while preserving the area’s natural heritage. This
will be achieved by focusing on the following:
1) Conservation: to contribute to the knowledge and practices concerning the
conservation of ecosystems, species and the natural genetic diversity of the
region;
2) Sustainable Development: to foster and promote sustainable development,
i.e. development that is ecologically, culturally, economically sustainable
across human generations; and,
3) Capacity Building: to provide a forum for dialogue and information sharing
between communities, resource sectors, government agencies and researchers.
It will achieve this through strategies that will focus on outreach, education,
monitoring and research.
Building on these functions, the objectives of the UNESCO Fundy Biosphere
Reserve are to:
1) Provide a forum for dialogue and information sharing between
communities, resource sectors, government agencies and researchers;
2) Create a cooperative network of partners who will work to assist
communities to achieve greater sustainable development; and,
3) Develop a governance model based on Research, Monitoring, Education and
Outreach Committees.

OUR TEAM
2019-2020
The 2019-20 Board of Directors was composed of fourteen Directors from various
stakeholder groups throughout the region. The Directors, and their affiliations, are listed
below:

Name:

Affiliation:

Micha Fardy (Co-Chair)

Friends of Fundy

Paul Gaudet (Co-Chair)

Community Member, Hillsborough

Heather Fraser (Secretary) City of Moncton
Matt Killinick (Treasurer)

PwC Canada

Carole Saucier (ex officio)

Parks Canada

Alonzo Leger

Fundy Trail Hiking Association

Denise Roy

Conservation Representative

Edmund Redfield

Fort Folly Habitat Recovery

Guy Gautreau

Community Member, Memramcook

Sebastien Doiron

Southeast Regional Service Commission

Laura Buck

Fort Folly First Nation

Ron Kelly Spurles

Town of Sackville

Diana Hamilton

Mount Allison University

The Team
The Fundy Biosphere Reserve team extends way beyond our staff and directors and
includes many community volunteers, partner organizations, and friends! We thank all
those who have been involved with the biosphere and its initiatives in the 2019-2020
year!
Sarah Stafford joined us as Project Coordinator where she helped organize events, apply
for grants, and took over day to day operations while Jennifer, our Executive Director,
was on maternity leave. She also ensures that all of our deliverables for ongoing projects
are met on time and on budget. Clarissa Hoffman and Kathleen Leblanc, our summer
Project Coordinators and Social Media Managers, helped plan and execute events,
expand our social media presence and evaluate trails.

ACTIVITIES
Make Trails Count
One of our flagship projects, the Amazing Places, has been a great way to share the
uniqueness of the landscape, ecology and culture of the region. Over many years, we
have tracked engagements with people around the Amazing Places and have some visitor
numbers from municipal, provincial and federal parks that contain some of our Amazing
Places. However, we don’t know how our communications and education efforts are
changing the amount of visitors to the Amazing Places outside of these managed areas. As
we continue to encourage people to connect with nature and discover the Amazing
Places, we wanted a better understanding of what that translates to in terms of increased
trail use. We also want to be good environmental stewards and encourage sustainable trail
use. In order to do that, we need to understand the carrying capacity of the trails that
lead to our Amazing Places and provide trail managers and owners recommendations on
improving trail experience while protecting the biodiversity along the trail and educate
users on best practices for low impact use. In 2019 we began our Make Trails Count
project to get a better understanding of how trails are used throughout the biosphere
region, what impact trail use has on physical and mental health, the local economy, and
the ecosystems these trails cross. First we needed numbers. How many people are using
trails, when are they using them, and what mode of transportation are they using. We
placed “people” and “bike” counters along trails in several different communities, and
performed in person and online surveys. We collected tens of thousands of data points
and valuable opinions and interests from people. We launched a communications
campaign to encourage low impact trail use. We also walked each trail in the study over
the summer and performed ecological studies that were adapted from the Parks Canada
Trail Assessment Matrix methodologies. This inaugural year of baseline data collection
enabled us to plan aspects of the project that require a more in-depth study and how we
can use our collected information to plan trail programming and provide
recommendations to trail managers for improvements. In the years to come, we will be
increasing our capacity for ecological impact studies, outreach and education, and project
transparency. All data collected in this project can be shared upon request. Lastly, thanks
to our funding partners and generous local businesses, we were able to give away two
amazing hiking prize packs for which hundreds of people entered!

ACTIVITIES
Low Tide Exploration
Many people have the perception that there is low biodiversity at the Hopewell Rocks
because of the murky water and harsh environmental conditions due to the high tides but
that we wanted to get people involved to showcase the uniqueness and biodiversity of the
area through citizen science! We at the biosphere brought about 20 participants out to
the Hopewell Rocks on a day with a particularly low tide, when the sea anemones and
other marine life are exposed. Kevin Snair from the Hopewell rocks gave us a tour of the
park and showed us how to spot anemones and other benthic life. We were also
accompanied by Dr. MJ Maltais from UNB who helped us identify the organisms we were
observing. Participants then set about taking pictures of the sea life they observed. After
the tide had risen to cover the anemones again, we left the Rocks to go have a lobster roll
picnic at the Albert County Museum. After lunch, Janet Clouston of the Albert County
Museum generously took us on a tour of the grounds before we wrapped up for the day.
After the event participants uploaded their photos to our facebook group, which we then
sent off to Dr. Maltais for final identification. Once everything was identified we shared
our results on our facebook page and summer student Kathleen Leblancproduced a
report. We are grateful to Kevin Snair, Janet Clouston and Dr. Matais and her lab for
helping us make this event a success!

Land Conservation
The national network of Canadian Biosphere Reserves has been working with the 18
Canadian biospheres, the federal government and indigenous nations to come together
for conservation of biodiversity at the landscape level. With the support of CBRA, Parks
Canada, and Fort Folly First Nation, we have been working locally to influence land
conservation decisions in New Brunswick. Together we have spent a substantial amount
of time learning about conservation measures, analysing those measures, reporting and
developing recommendations, and overcoming challenges while moving toward the
targets and goals of each of our partners. With support of Environment and Climate
Change Canada, we worked with Ducks Unlimited and Forest International to
preliminary assess their land for Other Effective Area-based Conservation Methods
(OCEMs). This work is far from complete so we will continue to work with our partners
to help work towards Canada Target 1: 17% land conservation.

ACTIVITIES
Ride the Tide Bike Tours
Ride with the Tide on this eco-cultural bike adventure that’s not to be missed! We
partnered with La Bikery, Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance and the Town of Riverview to
host guided bike rides along the Petitcodiac River. Starting at La Bikery participants
joined us for a tour of the Waterfront Trail and to hear stories of the amazing ecology of
the Petitcodiac River, the community groups who protect it, and the culture of the
region. Our guide led bikers along the path from La Bikery over to Holy Whale at the
Chocolate River Station, where they enjoyed local beer and snacks, storytelling, and the
beauty of the Petitcodiac River.

Sweetheart Snoeshoe
We partnered with the Town of Riverview, the Fundy Hiking Trails Association and Holy
Whale Brewing Co. to celebrate the Riverview Winter Carnival and Valentine's Day in
one amazing evening. Participants explored the Mill Creek Nature Park trails by starlight
to experience the magic of winter. Greeted by shimmering ice lanterns, a roaring fire,
and sweets and drinks, participants arrived at our Amazing Places- the Mill Creek Lookoff, otherwise known as the “heart of the park,” to share an evening with their friends or
special sweetheart. Tickets sold out quickly! A special thank you to Hiking Plus+ for
guiding participants through the park to the look-off and pavillion, and to Ocean Trail
Source for Adventure for offering free snowshoe rentals for the event.

Pollinators
Throughout the 2019 summer the FBR
partnered with the Friends of Fundy to educate
communities in the region about pollinators. We
helped organize the planting of pollinator
gardens throughout the biosphere region. Along
with the planting of the gardens we did four
educational events to accompany them, in which
participants built bee hotels and learned about
the importance of protecting native pollinators.

ACTIVITIES
Eco360 Tour
We partnered with Our Food SNB and
Eco360 to bring community members
into the Eco360 facility and learn all
about how waste in the Fundy
Biosphere Reserve is dealt with. We
learned all about where garbage goes,
how to recycle properly, and how to
reduce our waste, among so many other
things! Participants also got a chance to
see the machines that sort waste and the
landfill.

I Speak for the Dobson Trail
The Town of Riverview hosted an event in October 2019 with the idea of educating our
local community members about different aspects of trail management and trail tourism
in hopes of making them more aware of said local practices, and “certifying” them to be
able to pass this information on to other community members with questions. The
interactive workshop was adapted from a similar idea created in Oregon. Participants
engaged in 10-minute talks with different representatives of the local trail industry and
left the workshop with a button that said “I Speak Dobson Trail”, identifying them as
individuals that can serve as word of mouth tour guides for tourists and residents alike
seeking more information about the Dobson Trail and other trail activities in the region.
FBR participated as worksop hosts and spoke about our Amazing Places program. Other
conversation topics included:
History of the Dobson Trail
Healthy eating on the trial and how to dehydrate food
How to be a Trail Friendly Business
Preparing to hike all 58 km of the Dobson Trail
Points of interest, access points, campsites and terrain

ACTIVITIES
Outreach Events
This summer we participated in many
outreach activities throughout the
biosphere region. At these events we
made buttons, did giveaways and
educated visitors about the work of the
FBR. These events included but are not
limited to:
Riverview Block parties
Fundy Powwow
Rising Tide festival
Festival Inspire
Riverview High School BioBlitz
Trail Sign Unveiling
Bike and Hike Bingo

Fundy Footpath Revitalization
The Fundy Footpath is a multi-day wilderness
hiking trail between Fundy National Park and the
Fundy Trail Parkway at Big Salmon River. It was
listed in Explore Magazine in 2016 as one of the
best 50 hikes in the world and continues to be
profiled at a top hike on Explore Magazine’s
website. This puts the Fundy Footpath on the radar
for destination hikers. At the same time it has
become a destination for fully guided adventure
tours. The footpath is the main access to many of
the Fundy Biosphere Reserve Amazing Places so
we have a strong connection with the trail. Our
friends at the Fundy Hiking Trails Association
undertook a massive effort to revitalize the Fundy
Footpath this summer and Fundy Biosphere
Reserve supported their work by providing
administrative services and communications
support.

ACTIVITIES
Funding and Other Partnerships
In 2019-2020, the FBR successfully leveraged project funding received from
the NB Environmental Trust Fund, TD Friends of the Environment,
Environment and Climate Change Canada, Fort Folly First Nation, the
Province of New Brunswick, the Town of Riverview, and Parks Canada to
build capacity and produce meaningful projects in the region. We also want to
acknowledge the Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance, la Bikery, the Hopewell
Rocks, UNBSJ, Nature NB, and the Fundy Hiking Trails Association for their
hours of in-kind support that were contributed to the FBR this year. We would
like to thank all our partners for their hard work and invaluable help this year.
Quite simply, we could not exist without these generous supporters.

National Projects with the
Canadian Biosphere Reserve
Association
A report on the activities of the Canadian Biosphere
Reserve Association, which Fundy BR is a member of,
can be found at
https://www.biospherecanada.ca/annual-reportsrapports-annuelsIn 2019-2020 Jennifer, our
Executive Director, attended the Canadian
Commission for UNESCO’s AGM in Ottawa as well as
Nature Canada’s Day on the Hill, also in Ottawa. Both
events Jennifer represented the Fundy Biosphere
Reserve and the Canadian Biosphere Reserve
Association for which she holds a position on the
Executive Board. Special thanks to Alaian Lockhart,
MP for Fundy-Royal, Matt DeCourcey, MP for
Fredericton, Elizabeth May, leader of the Green Party
and the honourable Johnathan Wilkinson, Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans for their time meeting with
Jennifer in Ottawa.

